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Dear Sir: 

SUPPLEME NTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicants wish 
to bring the following items to the attention of the Examiner. A copy of each document is 
enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 

Applicants hereby state that the items of information contained in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement were first cited in a communication received from the 
European Patent Office in the counterpart European Patent Application No. 04028975.3 dated 
May 6, 2005. The European Patent Office 

communication was transmitted by Applicant's European associate in a letter dated May 10, 
2005. 

1 ) German Patent No. 954 469 (Gauthier), having an issue date of December 20, 
1956. 

2) Bedo et al., U.S. Patent No. 3,796,228, issued March 1 2, 1 974; 
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3) German Published Patent No. DE 298 23 474 Ul (THOMAS 
METALLERZEUGNISSE GmbH) having an publication date of July 29, 
1999; 

4) Miyajima et al., U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2002/0036015 Al, 
having a publication date of March 28, 2002; and 

5) International Publication No. WO 02/46651 Al (PETROSYAN et al.) having a 
publication date of June 13, 2002. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant 
material does not exist. The documents cited above are not intended to constitute an admission 
of any kind. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the items listed above are 
properly citable against the above-identified application. 

As this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before receipt of 
the first office action and further within three (3) months of being cited in a foreign 
communication in a counterpart foreign application, no fee is incurred. However, if it should 
be determined that a fee is required, please charge any required fee (other than the issue fee) 
during the pendency of this application to SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP's 
Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18- 
1260. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By:. 





Kelly V Kfibasta 
Regisfeafion No. 44,196 
Attorney for Applicants 



KJK/fis 



Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP 
717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201-6507 
(214) 98 1-3391 (Direct) 
(214) 981-3300 (Main) 
(214) 981-3400 (Facsimile) 

May 31, 2005 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



